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PRESIDENT(S NOTE

Happy New Year!

It is my pleasure and honor to be reaching out to you

not only as we bring in the New Year, but also as we
celebrate ten years of building diversity during this yearts
Finals! As you can see from the feature article in this
issue, we have some historic programming underway

for Sphinx10!, and | hope you will be able to join us in

Honorary Committee

Egﬂfgfnﬂggs ig'r'ogoéle[)workm celebrating this major milestone in our organizationis
Daedra McGhee David Rudolph history.

Rick Snyder Tony Spearman-Leach

Beverly Willis In addition, | would like to take this opportunity to thank
Board of Advisors Ognsn btasdrx ne sgd L. "b@sgty ENtrc:sinn the Maxine_a_md Syuart Frankel Foundation._ This year,
Sanford Allen David Cerone the competition will be bringing the professional mem-
Ronald A. Crutcher ~ Dominique de Lerma bers of the Sphinx Symphony, the alumni from the yrst
Matthew Derr Roberto Diaz nine years of the competition along with this yearis Laureates and Semi-Finalists together to make
Anthony Eliol Kenneth C. Fischer music and further this talented network of musicians across the country. Through the generosity of
Sgﬁ;ir;a%bson Jcﬁins'ttg;hﬁkégﬂda” Maxine and Stuart Frankel, we will be holding a Farewell Artist Luncheon for over 150 of our musi-
Christian Matjas Lolita Mayadas cians creating an opportunity for them to connect, network and fibreak breado together before they
Charlene J. Mitchell  Lester Monts return to their respective communities around the nation bringing the energy, spirit and resources
Wills Paerson Juan Ramirez gained through their Sphinx experience.

Stephen Shipps Albert Webster

| invite all of you to come and join us for the Finals Concert on Sunday, Feb. 11" at 2:00 pm at

400 Renaissance Center, Ste 2550

Detrott, MI 48243 . 3.13.877-.9100 JPM orga nChase “"
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professional orchestras, including
current members of the Oregon,
Grand Rapids and San Antonio
Symphonies (Jennifer Arnold,
Joseph Conyers and Marilyn de
Oliveira, respectively). This su-
perb group of musicians (totaling
approximately 140) will perform
under the skillful baton of Kay
George Roberts, a world-class
musician and conductor. This
wonderful gathering of musi-
cians of several generations will
serve as a remarkably positive
avenue generating a syner%y of
mentorship, networking and the
magic of making music. The
professional musicians will not
only collaborate with our young
artists on stage, but also act as role
models through a series of master
classes and other events.

Of course, the Finals Concert
will also feature the three Senior
Division Laureates competing
for ynal placement, along with a
feature appearance by the Junior
First Place Laureate. Tickets are
currently available through the
Detroit Symphony Box Ofyce,
by calling 313-576-5111 or online
at www.detroitsymphony.com
(student and group discounts are
available).

Our Finals jury panel this year is
comprised of professionals of the
highest national and international
proyle: Richard Aaron (faculty,
University of Michigan), San-
ford Allen (director of the Leaf
Peeper Concert Series and yrst

Nikki Giovanni Ida Kavayan Detroitis Orchestra Hall. Take care, and look forward to seeing you there!
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George Walker Celebrating Sphinx10!, continued

E 2007 Sphink Organization Sphinx Presenter onto join the ranks of our nationts ~ African-American member of the

New York Philharmonic), Rachel
Barton Pine (concert violinist),
Jesus Castro-Balbi (concert cel-
list, faculty, Texas Christian Uni-
versity), Ani Kavafian (concert
violinist), Nokothula Ngwenyama
concert violist) and Jose Serebrier
conductor, Latin Grammy Award
winner).

The Sphinx Honors Concert,
sponsored by GMAC Financial
Services, will be held at 12:00
noon on Friday, February 9", at
Hill Auditorium in Ann Arbor,
presented in partnership with
Ann Arborts University Musical
Society (another long-term partner
of Sphinx). The Honors Concert
will feature the three Junior Di-
vision Laureates competing for
ynal placement performing with
the Sphinx Symphony Orchestra.
This free concert focuses on audi-
ence participation of youths from
across the state of Michigan. For
additional information about the
Sphinx Honors Concert, contact
313-877-9100, ext. 708.

The Sphinx10! Finals Concert is
sure to offer a compelling experi-
ence to our audiences. We thank
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra,
the host of Sphinx10!, for their
important role in this event. For
additional information about
this concert and other exciting
events in your area, call Sphinx
at 313-877-9100 or visit www.
sphinxmusic.org.



The Semi-Finalists of Sphinx10!

his year(s Screening Com-

mittee for the Sphinx

Competition reviewed
and adjudicated one of the larg-
est number of audition tapes
in our history. Bravo and a
heartfelt thank you to this group
of dedicated profession-
als, including Geoffrey
Applegate (Principal Sec-
ond Violin, DSO), Haden
McKay (Cello Section,
DSO), John Madi-
son (Principal
Violist, MOT/
Dean of Sphinx
Prep), and Di-
anna Gannett
(Professor of
Bass, Universi-
ty of Michigan).
Now, introducing
the Semi-Finalists
of Sphinx10! pre-
sented by JPMor-
gan Chase:

&

In the Junior Divi-

sion: 14-year-old

Maia Cabeza, vio-

linist, Philadelphia,

PA (Curtis Institute of Music);
15-year-old Khari Joyner, cel-
list, Atlanta, GA; 14-year-old
Robert Switala, violinist, Grape-
vine, TX; 16-year-old Meredith
Riley, violinist, Ithaca, NY;
13-year-old Daniel Lay-Ro-
driguez, violist, Ridgewood,
NJ; 16-year-old Tony Rymer,
cellist, Natick, MA; 17-year-
old Alejandro Duque, violist,
San Antonio, TX; 17-year-old
John Sanderson, violinist, Mor-
gantown, IN and 12-year-old
Alexandra Switala, violinist,
Grapevine, TX.

In the Senior Division: 25-year-
old Adrienne Taylor, cellist,
Evanston, IL and student at
Northwestern University School
of Music; 25-year-old Shelby
Latin, violinist, Bloomington,
IN and a student at U School of
Music; 22-year-old Victor So-
telo, Evanston, IL and student at
Northwestern University School
of Music; 21-year-old Gareth
Johnson, violinist, Boca Raton,
FL and student at Lynn Univer-
sity Conservatory of Music; 22-
year-old Karla Donehew Perez,

violinist, Cleveland, OH and
student at Cleveland Institute of
Music; 20-year-old Elena Uri-
oste, violinist, Philadelphia, PA
and student at Curtis Institute of
Music; 21-year-old Jason Amos,
violist, Ann Arbor, MI and stu-
dent at University of Michigan
School of Music; 19-year-old
Whittney Thomas, violist,
Los Angeles, CA and stu-
¢ dent at University of
\'“ Southern Califor-
. nhia School of
Music and 23-
year-old Patri-
ciaAparecida da
Silva, double bassist, Hat-
tiesburg, MS and student
at University of Southern
Mississippi (native of
Brazil).

"0

The Senior Division
participants will com-
pete for the $10,000
Grand Prize and solo
performance oppor-
tunities with top or-
chestras nationwide.
The Junior Division
participants will compete for
the $5,000 First Prize and an
opportunity to perform at Or-
chestra Hall in Detroit during
the Finals Concert, along with
other performance opportuni-
ties. All Semi-Finalists will
receive scholarships through the
Sphinx Music Assistance Fund,
administered in partnership
with the American Symphony
Orchestra League, with those
preparing for collegiate study
also having opportunities to
receive full scholarships at pres-
tigious conservatories and music
schools around the country.
Further, all Semi-Finalists will
have access to full scholarship
participation in the top summer
programs in the country. Finally,
during the Finals Concerts, our
Semi-Finalists will join the
Sphinx Symphony and a group
of Sphinx Competition alumni
in presenting the world premiere
of ADelights and Danceso com-
missioned from Michael Abels
in celebration of Sphinxds 10
anniversary. We look forward to
enjoying the wonderful talents of
our participants and wish all of
them the very best of luck!

Sphinx

The Harlem Quartet will ofycially join the roster of New
Yorkis Sciolino Artist Management, becoming the yrst
of Sphinxis ensembles to be represented by a professional
management company!

Melissa White, 2001 Jr. First Place Laureate, was named
one of Panasonicis 2006 Harmony Scholars, receiving
a $10,000 award. She also appeared as a soloist with the
New York Symphonic Ensemble, at her Apollo Theater
debut presented by Panasonic Corporation (the event also
featured a performance by the Harlem Quartet).

This Fall, Sphinx launched its Overture Program in De-
troit and Flint, MI. This initiative provides FREE lessons to
young people ages 11-14. We thank the Skillman Foun-
dation, Whitney Fund and the Ruth Mott Foundation for
their support of this program. For enrollment opportuni-
ties, please contact Jada Wright-Greene at 313-877-9100,
ext 708 or jada@sphinxmusic.org.

Gabriel Cabezas, 2006 Jr. First Place Laureate, will con-
tinue his concert season by appearing with the Florida
and Cleveland Orchestras this month (see http://www.
sphinxmusic.org/calendar/january.shtml for details).

Juan-Miguel Hernandez, 2006 Sr. Gold Achievement
Award winner will appear with the Seattle Symphony
this month in a series of 8 performances (see http://
www.sphinxmusic.org/calendar/january.shtml for details).
He also appeared in a series of engagements in Ann Arbor
and Detroit, MI, through Sphinxis national Recital Series
at Borders stores.

Sphinx ofycially welcomes its newest staff members:
Daniele Rodrigues, Education Coordinator and
Yolanda Lyles Johnson, Associate Director of Foun-
dation and Government Relations.

Sphinx congratulates Teresa Clark and Jada Wright-
Greene on their promotions to the positions of Director of
Development and Director of Education & Artistic Affairs,
respectively!

Become a Leader --
help make Sphinx10! possible!

During the Finals, Sphinx will feature our nationfs only
professional all African-American and Latino Sphinx Sym-
phony Orchestra comprised of members from the Cleveland,
Atlanta, Houston and New Jersey Symphonies. This unique
ensemble will perform with and mentor our young artists and
serve as ambassadors for classical music in our community.

To make their participation possible, we need your support. The
Musical Chairs Leadership Challenge is an opportunity to spon-
sor a speciyc chair (i.e. clarinet chair) in the orchestra, which can
bear your or a loved onets name. For a $1,100 commitment for a
principal chair and $1,000 for a section chair, our sponsors receive:
The speciyc chair named by you with mentions in pro-
grams at Sphinx Symphony events and PBS broadcast
credits
A special invitation and recognition at dinner celebrat-
ing the Sphinx Symphony
Complimentary tickets to the nationally broadcast
Finals Concert

To contribute online, visit www.sphinxmusic.org or call 313-
877-9100 x701, Teresa Clark. Please mail contributions to:
The Sphinx Organization, 400 Renaissance Ctr, Suite 2550,
Detroit, M1 48243. (Please note that Sphinx is a 501(c)(3) non-
proyt organization, and all contributions are tax deductible).
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The Harlem Quartet

he Harlem Quartet is a

Sphinx ensemble comprised
of all First Place Laureates of the
Sphinx Competition presented
by JPMorgan Chase: Ilmar
Gavilan (violin), Melissa White
(violin), Juan-Miguel Hernandez
(viola) and Desmond Neysmith
(cello). The ensembleds mission
is to engage young and new
audiences and to advance
diversity in classical music by
promoting music by American
composers with a particular
emphasis on those of Black and
Latino descent.

This past month marked a
historic occasion for Sphinx
and its artists, as the Harlem
Quartet was officially invited
to join the roster of New Yorkos
Sciolino Artist Management!
This exciting occurence marks
the yrst of Sphinxés ensembles to
join the roster of a professional
management agency. The
quartet will be co-represented
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by Sphinx and Sciolino Artist
Management, in an effort to
further the career and visibility of
this exceptional group. President
of Sciolino Artist Management,
Marianne Sciolino, shared: "I
am thrilled that Sciolino Artist
Management (iSAMO0) and
the Sphinx Organization will
be collaborating to manage the
Harlem String Quartet. They are
an extraordinary group of young
musicians, and the Sphinx/
SAM partnership will take their
careers to a new level.o

Among this seasonfs many
engagements, most notably,
the Harlem Quartet made their
successful Carnegie Hall debut,
as part of Sphinxds Gala Series
presented by JPMorgan Chase.
The New York Times referred to
their delivery as fian exciting
account ofé Wynton Marsaliso
episodic and stylistically
eclectic string quartet fiAt the
Octoroon Ballsd. Also in the

Fall of 2006, the ensemble gave
their Apollo Theater debut with
great success. They will return
to Carnegie Hall in January of
2007 with a performance under
the auspices of the Association
of Performing Arts Presentersd
Young Performers Career
Advancement Program.

The Harlem Quartet serves
as main faculty at the Sphinx
Performance Academy at
Walnut Hill School, as well as
Visiting Faculty at the Sphinx
Preparatory Music Institute.
They were recently featured
on WNBC, NBC6s New York
affiliate. The ensemble will
record their professional CD
in 2007, with the White Pine
Music label. Their upcoming
performances during the 2006-
07 season include those in
Michigan, New York, Boston,
and other communities.

As individual artists, they
have appeared as soloists
with the Atlanta, Cleveland,
Detroit, Pittsburgh, Baltimore
Symphonies, and Boston Pops,
among other orchestras. They
have also performed recitals in
various communities nationwide,
including Detroit, New York,
Atlanta, Boston, and others.

The Harlem Quartet is
dedicated to discovering and
presenting diverse repertoire and
highlighting works by minority
composers. For booking
opportunities, please contact
Sciolino Artist Management at
212-721-9975 or visit http://
WWW.Samnyc.us.

Q&A

P' His composition
was one of the yrst works
by a Black composer

to be performed by the
National Symphony of
South Africa, he is one
of the winners of Meet-
The-Composer residency
program and an amateur
triathlete. Can you name
this composer?

= Hailed by music crit-
ics from Houston to Cleve-
land and beyond, Michael
Abels is a talented compos-
er, teacher and musician.
Global Warming (the piece
in question), was featured
in Detroit Symphonyis 1992
African-American Compos-
ers Forum and has subse-
quently seen nearly 100
performances by other or-
chestras including Chicago,
Cleveland, Atlanta, Hous-
ton, Baltimore, Louisville,
Columbus, Indianapolis,
Dallas, Nashville, Phoenix,
West Virginia, New Mexico,
Tucson, Savannah, Dayton,
and Toledo as well as the
Civic Orchestra of Chicago.
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Quarter Note

A quarterly newsletter of
the Sphinx Organization,
encouraging, developing and
recognizing classical music
talent in the Black and Latino
communities and among all
youths

Vol. 8, No. 1

A Decade of Excellence -

Celebrating Sphinx10!

s we work to ynalize our plan-

ning for this yeards program-

ming, we are excited to share
that the 2007 10" Annual Sphinx Com-
petition for young Black and Latino
string players - Sphinx10! presented
by JPMorgan Chase will take place
February 7-11, 2007 in Ann Arbor and
Detroit, Michigan.

Winter 2007

Tania McGee Appointed
Executive Director of Sphinx!

A longtime member of the leadership
team at Sphinx, Tania McGee was for-
mally appointed to the newly-created
position of Executive Director during the
Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors
on December 12. Board Chair, Betty
Brooks stated, fil can think of no better
candidate to take on the challenges that
this type of role represents and bring
our organization successfully through

. . its second decade.o
This marks the 10" anniversary of

Sphinxds programming - a historic mo-
ment and our most important milestone
to date. To celebrate this occasion, we
have commissioned a new composition
from Michael Abels, one of the leading
African-American composers in the
country. This work will bring together
our professional Sphinx Symphony,
along with alumni from the yrst 9 years
of the competition, joined by this yeards
Semi-Finalists as well as the Harlem
Quartet! This world premiere of fiDe-
lights and Danceso will take place
during the nationally broadcast Finals
Concert on Sunday, February 112007,
at 2:00 p.m. The event will be hosted by
Sphinxos long-term partner, the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra, at the magniy-
cent Max M. Fisher Music Center.

Ms. McGee has previously served as Director of Education &
Community Affairs as well as Competition Director for Sphinx,
overseeing not only the fipagshipo program of the organiza-
tion but also managing its national orchestral partnerships
and the Preparatory Music Institute. In her role as Executive
Director, Ms. McGee will serve as the chief operating ofycer
of the organization overseeing all programmatic, develop-
ment and pr/media operations through four direct-reports.
In this position, she will lead the 35+ full and part-time staff
and faculty of the organization as it celebrates its milestone
10" Anniversary.

Ms. McGee will report to Aaron Dworkin who continues to
serve in his role as Founder and President of Sphinx. Stated
Mr. Dworkin, iWhen the need for this position became evident
in our strategic planning process, there was a concern over
the breadth and depth of skill sets, talents and creativity that
would be required in a single candidate to fulyll the signiycant
responsibilities of leading such a unique organization. The
experience she brings from her history with Sphinx along
with her additional professional and educational background
is truly one-of-a-kind. Ms. McGee not only meets but literally
exceeds the criteria the Board and | set forthé she chal-
lenged us to look further and expect more! | look forward to
drawing on both her skills and her drive, as we work together
in the coming years.o

This unique composition celebrates
the wonderful musical traditions of the
African-American and Latino commu-
nities, by utilizing inpuences of jazz,
blues and Latin dance idioms. The
Sphinx Symphony this year is com-
prised of the highest caliber of musi-
cians, including members of the New
Jersey, Atlanta, Houston, Cleveland,
New Mexico, Oregon and other orches-
tras. The alumni joining the orchestra
for the commissioned work (which will
close the concert) have gone on to study
at Curtis and Cleveland Institutes of
Music, along with Juilliard, New Eng-
land, Manhattan, University of Michi-
gan Music Schools, Harvard, and other
top institutions. A chamber orchestra
of our alumni also performed twice
at Carnegie Hallés Stern Auditorium,
during Sphinxés Gala Concert Series, to
rave reviews from The New York Times.
Remarkably, the symphony will also 2 o . _
feature those alumni who have now gone =Y\ Sphinx is proud to announce Ms. McGeeis appointment!
continued page 2 Ognsnry Fkdmm Sghdrs - J

Ms. McGee holds a degree in Arts Management from De
Montfort University in the United Kingdom. She began her
work at the Sphinx Organization with an extensive back-
ground in the yelds of arts management and education
including the Charles H. Wright Museum of African-American
History in Detroit, iMusic In the Sun,0 an annual festival held
in Shefyeld, UK, Phoenix Arts Center and Best Efforts, Inc,
a professional research and consulting service specializing
in the recovery, preservation and promotion of global black
history and culture. In addition, she has served as a panelist
and/or speaker on issues of the arts, education and diversity
around the country including the Aspen Festival and Schoolis
Musician Training and Careers symposium, and most recent-
ly, as a panelist for the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural
Affairs. A graduate of Leadership Detroit, Ms. McGee also
serves on the board of the Ann Arbor Film Festival and the
Institute of Black Culture as well as the Detroit Symphonyis
Classical Roots Young Friends Committee, UNCF Ebony
Fashion Fair Advisory Committee and others.




